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Press Release on August 8, 2023

HKPORI releases “PSI per Activeness in Civil Society”

Special Announcement

The Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute (HKPORI) started to release its Public Sentiment
Index v2.0 (PSI v2.0) in July, using a single figure to represent the overall sentiment of society. Apart
from the overall figures representing Hong Kong people, HKPORI has also released analyses per
political camps and social strata to better understand the ups and downs of different people’s sentiments.
In the coming months, HKPORI will release similar demographic analyses of PSI more regularly and
frequently (tentatively set at a cycle of 12 weeks), together with in-depth analyses of people with
different views, to demonstrate the power and value of secondary data analysis.

Latest Findings

HKPORI today releases its “PSI Report No. 6.4”, titled “PSI per activeness in civil society”, which is
the fourth release of PSI v2.0. Please click here to read the computation method of the PSI.

Since October 2019, HKPORI has included the question “Do you think you are an active member of
the civil society?” in our tracking survey, with simple “yes” or “no” answers. Active members of the
civil society are probably people who care more about the society across the political spectrum.
HKPORI is of the view that the society should pay more attention to their views and feelings, thus the
introduction of the concept into our surveys. “Activeness in civil society” in this report is derived from
respondents’ answers to this survey question.

This analysis covers nearly 80,000 random telephone survey samples obtained through real person
telephone interviews from October 2019 to July 2023. If we divide the respondents into two groups,
with one group claiming themselves to be active members of the civil society, and the other group
claiming not active, findings show that the PSI of both groups have moved up and down concurrently.
Between 2019 and 2021, the mood of those belonging to the active group was worse, the difference
then narrowed and reversed, until there was not much difference over the year past.

As the normal level of the PSI is set at 100 and standard deviation at 15, figures show that both groups
were in bad mood between the second half of 2019 and the first half of 2022, with PSI staying below
100 all the time. PSI started at its lowest point when this analysis was introduced in the second half of
2019, and the PSI of those claiming to be active members fell below 50. As for more microscopic
comparison using monthly figures, we will leave it for future analyses. The following are the summary
table and chart of the analysis:

Summary table: PSI per activeness in civil society over the past four years
(2019-2023: half-yearly averages)

. . Self-proclaimed Self-proclaimed
Half-year period Sample size to be active to be inactive
2019H2 5,121 48.9 63.6
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Half-year period Sample size Sei(f)—gzo:iztlii‘lzed Sf}f;ﬂ?:;ig:id
2020H1 12,062 56.4 70.4
2020H2 12,206 66.0 80.7
2021H1 12,086 76.5 88.3
2021H2 12,080 91.3 97.1
2022H1 12,059 88.2 91.0
2022H2 6,107 116.1 109.8
2023H1 6,056 121.5 118.6

(Prel é&iﬁ;{égures) 1,004 110.6 111.9

Total sample size 78,781 14,267 57,740

Chart: PSI per activeness in civil society over the past four vears
(2019-2023: half-yearly averages)

160 -
150 -
140 -
130 -

120 -
110 - -

100 /

Score

90 -

80 -

70 -

60 -

50 -

40 f f f f f f f f !
2019H2 2020H1 2020H2 2021H1 2021H2 2022H1 2022H2 2023H1 2023H2
Coverage Period

—e—Self-proclaimed to be active Self-proclaimed to be inactive

Further Explanation

Please click here to read the computation method of PSI in detail. A point worth further explanation is
that although the survey samples used in this report were collected from October 2019 to July 2023,
the databases used for standardizing various figures all started from July 1992 and ended in a certain
month between September 2019 and June 2023 depending on which datapoint, spanning as many as
372 months. This is a unique feature of our PSI v2.0 design.
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HKPORI Press Events in August (Tentative)

August 1 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: Appraisal of society’s conditions and level of
concern

August 8 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: PSI per activeness in civil society

August 15 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: PSI per social strata (2)

August 24 (Thursday) at 15:00, press conference: Social and freedom indicators

August 29 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: Popularities of CE and SAR Government;
confidence in Hong Kong’s future



