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Press Release on July 11, 2023

HKPORI releases “PSI per Political Camps”

Special Announcement

The Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute (HKPORI) has already started its regular telephone
survey of July, which covers the following series: popularity of the Chief Executive, popularity of the
government, people’s appraisal of society’s current conditions, as well as people’s feelings towards
governments and peoples across the strait and in other parts of the world. The last item will not be
publicly released, but all are welcome to contact us to purchase survey data for academic research,
policy discussions, internal reference and all other lawful purposes. Meanwhile, starting from this
month, a question on the popularity of the Chief Executive has been revised from “If a general election
of the Chief Executive were to be held tomorrow, and you had the right to vote, would you vote for
John Lee?” to “If you had the right to decide whether to reappoint or dismiss John Lee as the Chief
Executive now, how would you decide?” The former design is a common way to pose the question in
democratic societies around the globe and was introduced to Hong Kong by us in 2002 for use in
tandem with support rating on a scale of 0-100. The move back then was to echo the development in
Hong Kong at that time. The current adjustment of question wording is also to echo the development
in Hong Kong now.

Latest Findings

HKPORI releases today the “PSI Report No. 6.2”, which is the second report on PSI v2.0. Last week,
HKPORI released “PSI Report No. 6.17, detailing the computation method of the PSI. Please click
here to read in detail. The previous report covered the PSI during the terms of the six top leaders in
Hong Kong, while this report further analyses the change of sentiment of Hong Kong citizens
supporting different political camps over the past five years. We chose to focus on the last five years
instead of the last 31 and use half-yearly averages as the unit of analysis in order to begin the focused
analysis of PSI in a simpler manner. Despite this, the analysis still covers over 100,000 random
telephone survey samples obtained through real person telephone interviews, with survey period
starting in July 2018 and ending in June 2023, demonstrating the power and value of secondary data
analysis.

Figures clearly show that despite the ups and downs of public sentiment over the past five years, the
PSI among the three major camps go up and down mostly in sync and by the same margin. Pro-
democracy camp supporters felt the worst, pro-establishment camp supporters felt the best, while
centrist supporters felt so-so. As the normal level of the PSI is set at 100 and standard deviation at 15,
figures show that pro-establishment camp supporters have been feeling fairly good over the past five
years, while pro-democracy camp supporters have been negative the whole time, and the centrist
supporters sometimes positive and sometimes negative. It should be noted that the three groups have
been going up and down in sync, instead of going in opposite directions and taking joy in others’
suffering. As for the situation before 2018 and more microscopic comparison using monthly figures,
we will leave them to future analyses. The following are the summary table and chart of the analysis:
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Summary table: PSI among supporters of different political camps over the past five years

(2018-2023; half-vearly averages)

Half-year period Sample size Pro-democracy Centrist Pro-establishment
camp supporters supporters camp supporters
2018H2 12,072 72.8 111.9 153.4
2019H1 12,151 60.9 100.8 152.1
2019H2 12,298 43.3 75.5 117.2
2020H1 12,062 47.9 71.7 114.3
2020H2 12,206 52.9 89.0 128.3
2021H1 12,086 58.6 95.5 129.8
2021H2 12,080 66.8 105.0 138.0
2022H1 12,059 65.8 96.1 122.4
2022H2 6,107 78.1 114.8 147.9
2023H1 6,056 90.0 124.0 156.1
Total sample size 109,177 39,096 45,455 15,495
Chart: PSI among supporters of different political camps over the past five years
(2018-2023; half-yearly averages)
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Further Explanations

Coverage Period

=o—Centrist =®=Pro-establishment camp

1. The “three major camps” in “PSI Report No. 6.2 (this report), which include “pro-democracy

camp supporters”,

2 13

from the answers of the following survey question:

pro-establishment camp supporters” and “centrist supporters”, are derived



Which of the following best describes your political inclination?
(Read out first four answers, order randomized by computer)

Answer Grouping during analysis

Pro-democracy camp

- Pro-democracy camp supporters
Localist

Pro-establishment camp Pro-establishment camp supporters
Centrist

No political inclination / politically neutral / Centrist supporters
do not belong to any camp

Others
Don’t know / hard to say

Not included in analysis

2. Please click here to read the computation method of PSI in detail. A point worth further explanation
is that although the survey samples used in this report were collected from July 2018 to June 2023,
the databases used for standardizing various figures all started from July 1992 and ended in a month
between June 2018 and May 2023 depending on which datapoint, spanning as many as 371 months,
representing the uniqueness of our PSI v2.0.

HKPORI Upcoming Press Events in July (Tentative)

» July 4 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: PSI v2.0 spanning six top leaders in Hong Kong
= July 11 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: PSI per political camps

= July 18 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: PSI per social strata

» July 27 (Thursday) at 15:00, press conference: Popularity of CE and SAR Government

Note: HKPORI will try to maintain weekly press activities to release the latest public opinion figures
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