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Press Release on March 14, 2023

HKPORI releases social and freedom indicators

Special Announcements

The predecessor of Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute (HKPORI) was The Public
Opinion Programme at The University of Hong Kong (HKUPOP). “HKPORI” in this release can
refer to Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute or its predecessor HKUPOP.

HKPORI launched the “One Country Two Systems 25-year Mid-term Review” in June last year.
Wrap up of the historical data of 19 survey series have been released since then. Meanwhile, starting
from the second half of 2022, we have greatly reduced the frequency of our tracking polls and press
conferences to channel our resources into civic education work. We have already launched some new
columns, such as “PORI Express”, in our website and will continue to enrich its content, then add
more services. Please visit our website for more contents and follow us on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter to see extra charts and analyses.

Abstract

HKPORI successfully interviewed 1,017 Hong Kong residents by a random telephone survey
conducted by real interviewers in early February.

Our latest survey shows that, on a scale of 0 to 10, people’s ratings on the five core social indicators
ranked from the highest to the lowest are “freedom”, “stability”, “rule of law”, “prosperity” and
“democracy”. Their scores are 6.22, 6.21, 6.14, 5.83 and 5.25 respectively. The ratings of “freedom”,
“rule of law” and “prosperity”” have registered significant increases compared with three months ago.
Meanwhile, the ratings of “freedom”, “stability”, “rule of law” and “democracy” have all registered
new record highs since May 2019, while that of “prosperity” has registered a new record high since

September 2019.

As for the seven non-core indicators, “public order” got the highest rating, followed by “civilization”,
“corruption-free practices” and “social welfare sufficiency”. “Efficiency”, “equality” and “fairness”
got relatively lower ratings. All non-core indicators except “public order” and “social welfare
sufficiency” have increased significantly over the past six months. The ratings of “social welfare
sufficiency” and “equality” have registered new record highs since May 2018, while other indicators

have registered new record highs since May 2019.

As for the ten freedom sub-indicators, only the freedom of “procession and demonstration” continues
to score lower than 5 marks. Compared with half a year ago, freedoms of “religious belief”, “entering
or leaving Hong Kong”, “academic research”, “speech”, “association” and “procession and
demonstration” have all increased significantly. Among the freedom sub-indicators, the rating of
“association” has registered a new record high since May 2018, those of “entering or leaving Hong
Kong” and “freedom to strike” have registered new record highs since May 2019, while the
remaining indicators have registered new record highs since September 2019.



Regarding the rule of law sub-indicators, the “impartiality of the courts” and “fairness of the judicial
system” have both registered record highs since May 2019. The latest support rating of Chief Justice
Andrew Cheung, on a scale of 0 to 100, stands at 51.9, which has not changed much from half a year
ago.

The effective response rate of the survey is 58.0%. The maximum sampling error of ratings is +/-2.9
at 95% confidence level.

Contact Information

Date of survey 1-9/2/2023

Survey method Random telephone survey conducted by real interviewers

Target population Cantonese-speaking Hong Kong residents aged 18 or above

Sample size!!) 1,017 (including 510 landline and 507 mobile samples)

Effective response rate 58.0%

Sampling error!’! Sampling error of ratings not more than +/-2.9 at 95% conf. level

Weighting method Rim-weighted according to figures provided by the Census and Statistics
Department. The gender-age distribution of the Hong Kong population came
from “Mid-year population for 20217, while the educational attainment
(highest level attended) distribution and economic activity status distribution

came from “Women and Men in Hong Kong - Key Statistics (2021 Edition)”.

[1] This figure is the total sample size of the survey. Some questions may only involve a subsample, the size of which
can be found in the tables below.

[2] All error figures in this release are calculated at 95% confidence level. “95% confidence level” means that if we
were to repeat a certain survey 100 times with different random samples, we would expect 95 times having the
population parameter within the respective error margins calculated. Because of sampling errors, when quoting
percentages, journalists should refrain from reporting decimal places, whereas one decimal place can be used when
quoting rating figures.

Latest Figures

Herewith the latest figures of the five core social indicators:

Date of survey 30/4-6/5/22131/5-5/6/22} 1-9/8/22 |{2-10/11/22 " 1-9/2/23 ﬁ
Sample size 594-605 599-601 509-514 507-516 516-522 -
Response rate 41.5% 39.8% 58.6% 48.9% 58.0% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding Fi’g{i’;f & -
Degree of freedom 5.13 5.13 5.43 5.65 6.22+/-0.23 | +0.56"°
Degree of stability 5.12 5.15 5.750! 5.91 6.21+/-0.23 | +0.30
Compliance with the rule of law 5.03 4.85 5.74b51 52000 1 6.144/-0.25 | +0.945
Degree of prosperity 4.87 5.00 5.520 5.0900 | 5.83+/-0.19 | +0.745
Degree of democracy 4.27 4.43 4.78 4.99 5.25+/-0.25; +0.26

[3] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.



Herewith the latest figures of the seven non-core social indicators:

Date of survey 2-5/2/21 | 9-12/8/21 | 7-10/2/22 | 1-9/8/22 1-9/2/23 ﬁ
Sample size 650-656 633-642 548-554 507-515 516-521 -
Response rate 62.9% 49.4% 58.1% 58.6% 58.0% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding Fi’:‘:::’;f & -
Degree of public order 5704 5.99 6.10 6.55" 1 6.61+/-0.21 | +0.06
Degree of civilization 5.58 5.57 5.32 6.01" 1 6.31+/-0.21 | +0.30/"
Degree of corruption-free practices 5.00 5.04 5.25 5.86"  16.29+/-0.22 | +0.44!"
Degree of social welfare sufficiency 5.43 5.54 5.36 6.05" 1 6.17+/-0.21} +0.12
Degree of efficiency 5.08 5.14 4.56" 530 15.944/-0.21 | +0.65M
Degree of equality 4.50 4.39 4.31 5344 1 5.724/.0.22 | +0.38%
Degree of fairness 4.23 4.32 431 5.051 | 5.40+/-0.22 | +0.35M

[4] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

Herewith the latest figures of the ten freedom sub-indicators:

demonstration

Date of survey 252021 | 9-12/8/21 | 7-10/222 | 1-9/8022 | 1-9/2/23 | Letest
change
Sample size 605-656 | 595-639 | 549-612 | 507-515 | 515-523 -
Response rate 62.9% 49.4% 58.1% 58.6% 58.0% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding F"Z;Zf & --
Degree of freedom (repeated listing) 5.02 5.11 5.09 5.4351  16.224/-0.23 | +0.79!
Freedom of religious belief 6.76 6.83 6.94 7.30% | 7.63+/-0.19 | +0.33"°/
Freedom to enter or leave Hong Kong | 6.08"] 6.37 5.660! 6.1581 | 7.49+/-0.21 | +1.34"°!
Freedom to engage in 4.88 5.12 5.44 567 | 6.37+/-0.25 | +0.707
academic research
Freedom to engagein 521 4.95 5.29 536 |5.724/0.26| +0.36
artistic and literary creation
Freedom of speech 4.63 451 4.57 5.208)  15.64+/-0.29 | +0.44"
Freedom to strike 4.34 4.41 4.53 5.44B] 5.60+/-0.27 1 +0.16
Freedom of association 4.17 4.07 4.35 48601 | 5.41+/-0.31 1 +0.55"°
Freedom of press 4.38 4.13 4.34 5195 | 5.40+/-0.29 | +0.21
Freedom of publication 4.57 3.975 423 49750 1 5.18+/-0.27 +0.21
[Fites S0 if PO al 2] 331 3.45 3.63 4.06° | 4.50+/-0.30 | +0.44"9

[5] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.




Herewith the latest figures of the two rule of law sub-indicators and the rating of the Chief Justice:

Date of survey 2521 | 9-12/8/21 | 7-102/22 | 1-9/8022 | 1-9/2/23 | Latest
change
Sample size 538-657 568-670 668-678 507-518 518-524 --
Response rate 62.9% 49.4% 58.1% 58.6% 58.0% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding F”:f;’;‘f & -
Compliance with the rule of law | 561 | 5 ggle 5.13 5749 | 6.14+/-0.25 | +0.39/
(repeated listing)
Impartiality of the courts 4.42 498 5.03 5.68° | 5.85+/-0.25 +0.17
Fairness of the judicial system 427 4.40 4.67 537 15.43+/-0.25} +0.07
Support rating of Chief Justice of
the Court of Final Appeal 42,51 46.1 46.5 50.5! 51.9+/-2.9  +14
Andrew Cheung

[6] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

On a scale of 0 to 10, people’s ratings on the five core social indicators ranked from the highest to the
lowest are “freedom”, “stability”, “rule of law”, “prosperity” and “democracy”. Their scores are 6.22,
6.21, 6.14, 5.83 and 5.25 respectively. The ratings of “freedom”, “rule of law” and “prosperity” have
registered significant increases compared with three months ago. Meaanwhile, the ratings of

“freedom”, “stability”, “rule of law” and “democracy” have all registered new record highs since
May 2019, while that of “prosperity” has registered a new record high since September 2019.

As for the seven non-core indicators, “public order” got the highest rating with 6.61 marks, followed

bE AN 1Y

by “civilization”, “corruption-free practices” and “social welfare sufficiency”, at 6.31, 6.29 and 6.17
marks respectively. “Efficiency”, “equality” and “fairness” got relatively lower ratings, which stand
at 5.94, 5.72 and 5.40 marks respectively. All non-core indicators except “public order” and “social
welfare sufficiency” have increased significantly over the past six months. The ratings of “social
welfare sufficiency” and “equality” have registered new record highs since May 2018, while other

indicators have registered new record highs since May 2019.

As for the freedom sub-indicators, the top 3 go to freedoms of “religious belief”, “entering or leaving
Hong Kong” and ‘“academic research”, with 7.63, 7.49 and 6.37 marks respectively, followed by
freedoms of “artistic and literary creation”, “speech”, “freedom to strike”, “association”, “press”, and
“publication”, with 5.72, 5.64, 5.60, 5.41, 5.40 and 5.18 marks respectively, while freedom of
“procession and demonstration” ranks at the bottom, scoring 4.50 marks only. Compared with half a
year ago, freedoms of “religious belief”, “entering or leaving Hong Kong”, “academic research”,
“speech”, “association” and “procession and demonstration” have all increased significantly. Among
the freedom sub-indicators, the rating of “association” has registered a new record high since May
2018, those of “entering or leaving Hong Kong” and “freedom to strike” have registered new record
highs since May 2019, while the remaining indicators have registered new record highs since

September 2019.

Regarding the two rule of law sub-indicators, “impartiality of the courts” got 5.85 marks, while
“fairness of the judicial system” got 5.43 marks, both registering new record highs since May 2019.
As for Chief Justice Andrew Cheung, his support rating is 51.9 on a scale of 0 to 100, which has not
changed much from half a year ago.



Upcoming Press Release / Press Conference (Tentative)

= [Press Conference] March 22 (Wednesday) at 15:00
Wrap up on government popularity and social indicators under “One Country Two Systems
25-year Mid-term Review”
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