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Press Release on January 10, 2023

PORI releases latest results on people’s ethnic identity

Special Announcements

The predecessor of Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute (PORI) was The Public Opinion
Programme at The University of Hong Kong (HKUPOP). “PORI” in this release can refer to Hong
Kong Public Opinion Research Institute or its predecessor HKUPOP.

PORI launched the “One Country Two Systems 25-year Mid-term Review” in early June last year
and has already released reviews on the popularity of officials, June Fourth Incident, ethnic identity,
core social indicators, government popularities, handover anniversaries, trust and confidence
indicators, people’s appraisal of society’s current conditions, popularity of cross-strait political
figures, people’s feelings towards different peoples and governments, freedom indicators, rule of law
indicators, popularity figures of Secretaries of Departments, people’s appraisal of news media,
popularity of disciplinary forces and the PLA Hong Kong Garrison, as well as year-end review and
forecast. More reviews of other survey series will be released during the first half of this year.
Meanwhile, starting from July last year, we have reduced the frequency of our tracking surveys from
twice to once a month, and from August onwards, our regular press conferences have also been
reduced to twice a month in order to conserve our resources for civic education work. We have
already launched our “PORI Express” column in our website, including latest news of PORI and
Q&A as well as reposts from the latest “Chung’s Blunt Words” Facebook Page. We will continue to
enrich its content, then add more services. In addition, we will release infographics with more charts
and analyses on our social media platforms (including Facebook, Instagram and Twitter), welcome to
follow.

Abstract

PORI successfully interviewed 1,004 Hong Kong residents by a random telephone survey conducted
by real interviewers during early December 2022.

Our survey results using independent rating questions that do not involve choosing one among
identities show that whether in terms of strength rating, importance rating or identity index, the
identity of “Hongkongers” continues to rank first, followed by “Asians”, “members of the Chinese
race”, “Chinese”, “global citizens” and “citizens of the PRC”, only that the average importance
rating of “members of the Chinese race” is slightly higher than that of “Asians”. Compared with half
a year ago, all the figures of “Hongkongers”, “Asians”, “members of the Chinese race” and
“Chinese” have increased significantly. Specifically, the strength rating and identity index of
“Asians” have registered new record highs since 2018, while its importance rating has even
registered an all-time high since 2008. The importance rating and identity index of “members of the
Chinese race” have registered new record highs since 2016, while its strength rating has registered a
new high since 2012. All three indicators of “Chinese” have registered new highs since 2012. The
importance rating and identity index of “citizens of the PRC” have registered new highs since 2012,
while its strength rating has registered a new high since 2009.



If we use a dichotomy of “Hongkonger” versus “Chinese” identity and ask people to make a choice
among four identities, namely, “Hongkongers”, “Chinese”, “Chinese in Hong Kong” and
“Hongkongers in China”, whether in their narrow and broad senses, the proportions of people
identifying themselves as “Hongkongers” outnumber those of “Chinese”. Compared with half a year
ago, the proportion of people identifying themselves as “Hongkongers” has decreased significantly,
registering a new record low since 2012. The proportion of people identifying themselves as
“Chinese” has registered a new high since 2017, while the proportion of people identifying
themselves as “Hongkongers in China” has registered an all-time high since 1997.

The effective response rate of the survey is 60.2%. The maximum sampling error of percentages is
+/-4% and that of ratings is +/-3.1 at 95% confidence level.

Contact Information

Date of survey . 5-9/12/2022

Survey method . Random telephone survey conducted by real interviewers

Target population . Cantonese-speaking Hong Kong residents aged 18 or above

Sample sizet!! . 1,004 (including 503 landline and 501 mobile samples)

Effective response rate . 60.2%

Sampling error® . Sampling error of percentages not more than +/-4% and that of ratings not

more than +/-3.1 at 95% conf. level

Weighting method . Rim-weighted according to figures provided by the Census and Statistics
Department. The gender-age distribution of the Hong Kong population came
from “Mid-year population for 20217, while the educational attainment
(highest level attended) distribution and economic activity status distribution
came from “Women and Men in Hong Kong - Key Statistics (2021 Edition)”.

[1] This figure is the total sample size of the survey. Some questions may only involve a subsample, the size of which
can be found in the tables below.

[2] All error figures in this release are calculated at 95% confidence level. “95% confidence level” means that if we
were to repeat a certain survey 100 times with different random samples, we would expect 95 times having the
population parameter within the respective error margins calculated. Because of sampling errors, when quoting
percentages, journalists should refrain from reporting decimal places, whereas one decimal place can be used when
quoting rating figures.

Latest Figures

Latest figures on Hong Kong people’s ratings on different identities are tabulated as follows:

Date of survey 7-10/12/20! 7-10/6/21 |211-31221131/5-5/6/22| 5-9/12/22 | Atest
change
Sample size 529-648 | 586-703 | 576-708 | 567-700 506-514 --
Response rate 70.0% 55.1% 44.9% 39.8% 60.2% --
Latest findings®! Finding | Finding | Finding | Finding F”;?:,g? & --
Strength rating 8.26!4 7.781 7.94 7.77 | 8.414/-0.20 | +0.64Y
Hongkongers  Importance rating 7.8914 7.80 7.64 7.64 | 8.22+/-0.21 { +0.581
Identity index 79.5M4 76.31 75.9 75.4 81.8+/-2.0 | +6.41




Date of survey 7-10/12/20} 7-10/6/21 {29/11-312/21|31/5-5/6/22 5-9/12/22 ﬁ
Sample size 529-648 | 586-703 | 576-708 | 567-700 506-514 --
Response rate 70.0% 55.1% 44.9% 39.8% 60.2% --
Latest findingst®! Finding | Finding | Finding | Finding Fw::lrr;? & -
Strength rating 7.84 7.74 7.79 7.74 | 8.15+/-0.22 | +0.414
Asians Importance rating 6.65 6.56 6.62 6.57 | 7.10+/-0.26 | +0.531
Identity index 70.1 69.1 69.8 69.3 73.6+/-25 | +4.34
Strength rating 6.44 6.46 6.38 6.791 | 7.56+/-0.26 | +0.771
g"heir:ebsiri::ethe Importance rating | 6.04 6.01 6.06 6.42 | 7.15+/-0.29 | +0.72
Identity index 60.7 61.0 60.7 65.0141 | 71.8+/-2.8 | +6.8¥
Strength rating 5.93 6.02 6.13 6.52 | 7.32+/-0.29 | +0.80%
Chinese Importance rating 5.40 5.59 5.61 6.18M | 7.06+/-0.30 | +0.89
Identity index 54.9 56.0 56.8 61.5M4 70.7+/-3.0 | +9.2M
Strength rating 6.97 6.79 6.86 6.62 6.73+/-0.25 | +0.12
Global citizens  Importance rating 6.53 6.45 6.45 6.30 6.44+/-0.27 | +0.14
Identity index 66.5 64.8 65.0 63.3 63.7+/-2.4 +0.4
N Strength rating 5.16 5.30 5.71 6.14 | 6.47+/-0.32 | +0.34
tCh';';ng‘é of Importance rating | 4.99 5.08 532 | 5954 |6.19+/-0.33 +0.24
Identity index 49.3 50.5 53.6 59.1¢4 61.9+/-3.1 +2.9

[3] “Identity index” is calculated for each respondent by taking the geometric mean of the strength and importance
ratings and then multiplied by 10. If either the strength or importance rating of a respondent is missing, it is
substituted by the sample mean.

[4] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

Results of independent rating questions that do not involve choosing one among identities show that
whether in terms of strength rating, importance rating or identity index, the identity of
“Hongkongers” continues to rank first, followed by “Asians”, “members of the Chinese race”,
“Chinese”, “global citizens” and “citizens of the PRC”. The strength ratings are 8.41, 8.15, 7.56, 7.32,
6.73 and 6.47 respectively, while the importance ratings are 8.22, 7.10, 7.15, 7.06, 6.44 and 6.19
respectively, which means the average importance rating of “members of the Chinese race” is
slightly higher than that of “Asians”. Taking the geometric mean of the strength and importance
ratings of each respondent and then multiply it by 10, we have an “identity index” between 0 and 100,
with 0 meaning no feeling and 100 meaning extremely strong feeling. The latest figures are 81.8,
73.6,71.8, 70.7, 63.7 and 61.9 respectively.

Compared with half a year ago, all the figures of “Hongkongers”, “Asians”, “members of the
Chinese race” and “Chinese” have increased significantly. Specifically, the strength rating and
identity index of “Asians” have registered new record highs since 2018, while its importance rating
has even registered an all-time high since 2008. The importance rating and identity index of
“members of the Chinese race” have registered new record highs since 2016, while its strength rating
has registered a new high since 2012. All three indicators of “Chinese” have registered new highs
since 2012. The importance rating and identity index of “citizens of the PRC” have registered new
highs since 2012, while its strength rating has registered a new high since 2009.



As for the results from the survey mode used for long on Hong Kong people’s sense of ethnic
identity, latest figures are tabulated as follows:

Date of survey 7-10/12/20| 7-10/6/21 | 2911-31201131/5-5/6/22] 5-9/12/22 | =Aest
change
Sample size 639 605 609 627 513 -
Response rate 70.0% 55.1% 44.9% 39.8% 60.2% --
Latest findings Finding | Finding | Finding | Finding F'r::'rr;? & --
Identified as “Hongkongers” 44%P] 44% 39% | 39+/-4% | 32+/-4% | -7%"
Identified as “Chinese” 15% 13% 18%P°! | 18+/-3% | 21+/-4% +3%
Identified as “Chinese in Hong Kong” 14% 13% 11% 114/-3% | 12+/-3% +1%
Identified as “Hongkongers in China” 25% 28% 31% 31+/-4% | 34+/-4% +3%
Identified as “Hongkongers 69%E | 72% | 70% | 70+-4% | 66+-4% | -4%
in broad sense
Identified as “Chinese 29%[ | 26% 28% | 20+/-4% | 32+/-4% | +4%
in broad sense
Id(?‘ntlfled with a D’]IXEC{ ‘|dent|ty gf 38% 42% 42% 424)-4% | AB+-4% A%
Hongkongers” and “Chinese

[5] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

If we use a dichotomy of “Hongkonger” versus “Chinese” identity and ask people to make a choice
among four identities, namely, “Hongkongers”, “Chinese”, “Chinese in Hong Kong” and
“Hongkongers in China”, 32% identified themselves as “Hongkongers”, 21% as “Chinese”, 12% as
“Chinese in Hong Kong” and 34% as “Hongkongers in China”. In other words, 66% identified
themselves as “Hongkongers” in a broad sense (i.e., either as “Hongkongers” or “Hongkongers in
China”), 32% identified themselves as “Chinese” in a broad sense (i.e., either as “Chinese” or
“Chinese in Hong Kong”), while 46% chose a mixed identity of “Hongkongers” and “Chinese” (i.e.,
either as “Chinese in Hong Kong” or “Hongkongers in China”). Whether in their narrow and broad
senses, the proportions of people identifying themselves as “Hongkongers” outnumber those of
“Chinese”. Compared with half a year ago, the proportion of people identifying themselves as
“Hongkongers” has decreased significantly, registering a new record low since 2012. The proportion
of people identifying themselves as “Chinese” has registered a new high since 2017, while the
proportion of people identifying themselves as “Hongkongers in China” has registered an all-time
high since 1997.
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