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Press Release on May 03, 2022

PORI releases popularity of Legislative Councillors and
survey results on Taiwan and Tibetan issues

Special Announcements

The predecessor of Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute (HKPORI) was The Public
Opinion Programme at The University of Hong Kong (HKUPOP). “PORI” in this release can refer to
Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute or its predecessor HKUPOP.

Starting from May 2022, HKPORI will mainly release survey findings through press releases, and
the number of press conferences will be significantly reduced. Meanwhile, we would like to reiterate
that HKPORI adheres to its core values of science and democracy, and serves the world with the best
of its professional knowledge and social conscience. We have always emphasized professional
neutrality and the responsibility of all personal comments should lie entirely on the commentator(s)
concerned, not HKPORI.

Abstract

PORI successfully interviewed 1,014 and 1,001 Hong Kong residents respectively by random
telephone surveys conducted by real interviewers in April. Our survey shows that Starry Lee, Regina
Ip, Junius Ho, Michael Tien, Priscilla Leung and Holden Chow are the six Legislative Councillors
that top people’s mind now. In terms of rating, Michael Tien tops the list with 50.9 marks. Regina Ip
and Starry Lee rank the 2nd and 3rd with 47.7 and 43.7 marks respectively. Priscilla Leung and
Junius Ho follow with 42.7 and 35.8 marks respectively, whereas Holden Chow obtains a rating of
38.0 marks, but is dropped due to his relatively low recognition rate. The ratings of Michael Tien,
Regina Ip, Starry Lee and Priscilla Leung have increased significantly compared with the last survey.
Among them, that of Michael Tien and Regina Ip have registered record highs since March 2019,
while that of Starry Lee and Priscilla Leung have registered record highs since July 2018 and
November 2017 respectively. Regarding Taiwan and Tibetan issues, Hong Kong people’s net
confidence in the ultimate reunification across the strait stands at negative 4 percentage points, which
has registered another record high since 2012. Regarding international space, net support in Taiwan’s
rejoining the United Nations is less than positive 1 percentage point, which has registered a new
record low since 2011. Meanwhile, net value in believing “one country, two systems” was applicable
to Taiwan stands at negative 12 percentage points, registering a record high since 2017. As for the
independence of Taiwan, net support stands at negative 35 percentage points, which has registered a
record low since 2017. Regarding Tibetan issues, net support in the independence of Tibet stands at
negative 42 percentage points, which has registered a record low since 2018. The effective response
rate of survey on the councillors’ ratings and Taiwan and Tibetan issues is 47.6%. The maximum
sampling error of percentages is +/-4%, that of net values is +/-7% and that of ratings is +/-2.8 at
95% confidence level.



Contact Information

Date of survey

Sample sizel™

Effective response rate
Survey method
Target population

Sampling error

Weighting method

Legislative Councillors Rating,
Taiwan and Tibetan Issues

19-22/4/2022

Legislative Councillors Naming

4-7/4/2021

1,001 (including 503 landline and
498 mobile samples)

47.6%

1,014 (including 506 landline and
508 mobile samples)

49.8%
Random telephone survey conducted by real interviewers
Cantonese-speaking Hong Kong residents aged 18 or above

Sampling error of percentages not more than +/-4%, that of net values not
more than +/-7% and that of ratings not more than +/-2.8 at 95% conf. level

Rim-weighted according to figures provided by the Census and Statistics
Department. The gender-age distribution of the Hong Kong population came
from “Mid-year population for 2021”, while the educational attainment
(highest level attended) distribution and economic activity status distribution
came from “Women and Men in Hong Kong - Key Statistics (2021 Edition)”.

[1] This figure is the total sample size of the survey. Some questions may only involve a subsample, the size of which
can be found in the tables below.
[2] All error figures in this release are calculated at 95% confidence level. “95% confidence level” means that if we
were to repeat a certain survey 100 times with different random samples, we would expect 95 times having the
population parameter within the respective error margins calculated. Because of sampling errors, when quoting
percentages, journalists should refrain from reporting decimal places, whereas one decimal place can be used when

quoting rating figures.

Popularity of Leqgislative Councillors

In the naming survey, respondents could name, unprompted, up to 10 councillors whom they knew
best. Starry Lee, Regina Ip, Junius Ho, Michael Tien, Priscilla Leung and Holden Chow were the top
6 councillors being mentioned most frequently, they therefore entered the rating survey. In the rating
survey, respondents were asked to rate individual councillors using a 0-100 scale, where 0 indicates
absolutely no support, 100 indicates absolute support and 50 means half-half. After calculation, the
bottom councillor in terms of recognition rate was dropped; the remaining 5 were then ranked
according to their support ratings to become the top 5 Legislative Councillors. Recent ratings of the
top 5 Legislative Councillors are summarized below, in descending order of support ratingst!:

Date of survey 19-20/10/20 | 19-22/4/21 | 4-7/10/21 19-22/4/22 iﬁ;
Sample size 504 572-658 656-704 650-685 --
Response rate 58.3% 54.5% 62.9% 47.6% --
Latest findingst! Finding Finding Finding | Finding & error Rec$g?;tlon --
Michael Tien -- -- 47.7{1} 50.9+/-2.0{1} 85.7% +3.20
Regina Ip - 39.8{1} 42.8{2} | 47.7+1-2.4{2} 91.5% +5.00
Starry Lee 32.2{4} | 386{3}° | 39.2{3} 43.7+/-2.6{3} 84.5% +4.60
Priscilla Leung 25.9{5} 32.9{4}51 | 37.1{4}° | 42.7+/-2.7{4} 82.0% +5.68
Junius Ho - — 32.8{5} | 35.8+/-2.8{5) 84.0% +2.9
Holden Chow -- -- -- 38.0+/-2.8[° 70.2% --
Alice Mak -- -- 34.218 -- -- --




Date of survey 19-20/10/20 | 19-22/4/21 | 4-7/10/21 19-22/4/22 (ﬁﬁ;
Sample size 504 572-658 656-704 650-685 -
Response rate 58.3% 54.5% 62.9% 47.6% --
Latestfindings™ | Finding | Finding | Finding | Finding & error |NoooomtOn|
Paul Tse -- 39.5{2} -- -- -- -
Cheng Chung-tai = 28.3{5} = -- - -
Elizabeth Quat - 32.41 - - - -
Roy Kwong 57.3{1} -- -- — - -
James To 46.4{2} -- -- -- - -
Claudia Mo 44.7{3}" -- -- -- - -
Alvin Yeung 44.8P! (8] -- -- -- - -

If the rounded figures are the same, numbers after the decimal point will be considered.

Numbers in curly brackets { } indicate the rankings.

The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

Recognition rates were comparatively low in the rating survey.

[3]
[4]
(5]

(6]

The latest survey shows that Michael Tien is the most popularly supported councillor, attaining 50.9
marks. Regina Ip and Starry Lee rank the 2nd and 3rd with 47.7 and 43.7 marks respectively.
Priscilla Leung and Junius Ho follow with 42.7 and 35.8 marks respectively, whereas Holden Chow
obtains a rating of 38.0 marks, but is dropped due to his relatively low recognition rate. The ratings
of Michael Tien, Regina Ip, Starry Lee and Priscilla Leung have increased significantly compared
with the last survey. Among them, that of Michael Tien and Regina Ip have registered record highs
since March 2019, while that of Starry Lee and Priscilla Leung have registered record highs since
July 2018 and November 2017 respectively.

It should be noted, however, that our list of “top 5” only includes LegCo members who are best
known to the public, ranked according to their support ratings. Other councillors may well have very
high or low support ratings, but because they are relatively less well-known, they are not included in
our final list.

Taiwan and Tibetan Issues

People’s latest views towards various Taiwan and Tibetan issues are summarized below:

Date of survey 3-8/1/20 {19-22/10/20i19-22/4/21:18-22/10/21! 19-22/4/22 Latest
change
Sample sizel™ 585-657 | 593-629 | 592-613 | 583-614 587-607 --
Response rate 72.0% 62.2% 54.5% 52.2% 47.6% --
Latest findings Finding { Finding | Finding { Finding F'r::'rg? & --
Confidence in cross-strait reunification 19%!8 26%!8] 33%8 37% 38+/-4% +1%
No confidence in cross-strait reunification | 72%!€! 61%!8] 51%!] 46% 42+/-4% -4%
Net confidence -53%M81 | -36%I[81 | -18%!8] -9% -4+/-7% +5%




Date of survey 3-8/1/20 |19-22/10/2019-22/4/21|18-22/1021] 19-22/4/22 | Aest
change
Sample sizel™ 585-657 | 593-629 | 592-613 | 583-614 | 587-607 --
Response rate 72.0% 62.2% 54.5% 52.2% 47.6% --
Latest findings Finding { Finding { Finding | Finding F”;cr“rg? & --
Taiwan rejoining the United Nations: 63% 5304181 4404181 40% 38+/-4% 1%
Support rate
Taiwan rejoining the United Nations: 0 0 ol8l 0 10 __
Opposition rate 26% 27% 38% 37% 38+/-4%
Net support 36% 26%!°! 6%l 2% <1+/-7% -2%
Behev§ one counjtry, two systems™ 18 2104181 18% 270418] 31% 33+/-4% +2%
applicable to Taiwan
Believe “one country, two systems” is o 0 oAl] 0 e e
not applicable to Taiwan S0 SR i i A L
Net value of applicability -45% -45% -23%8! -18% -12+/-7% | +6%
Taiwan independence: Support rate 48% 41%®! 32%8 26%!8! 22+/-3% -4%
Taiwan independence: Opposition rate | 39%! 41% 50%!®! 55% 57+/-4% +2%
Net support 9% 0% -18%ME1 | -29%@ | -35+/-7% -7%
Tibet independence: Support rate 349%(€1 28% 19%¢8! 18% 17+/-3% -1%
Tibet independence: Opposition rate 46%(€1 41% 57%!®! 55% 59+/-4% +4%
Net support -13%!(€1 -13% -38%° -37% -42+/-6% -5%

[7]1 Before March 2020, weighted count was used to report subsample size. Starting from March 2020, raw count was
used instead.

[8] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

The latest survey reveals that 38% of Hong Kong people interviewed were confident in the ultimate
reunification across the strait while 42% expressed no confidence. Net confidence stands at negative
4 percentage points, which has registered another record high since 2012. Regarding international
space, the support and opposition of Taiwan’s rejoining the United Nations equally accounted for
38%, and the net support registered another record low since 2011. Meanwhile, 33% believed “one
country, two systems” was applicable to Taiwan while 45% believed it was not. Net value of
applicability stands at negative 12 percentage points, registering a record high since 2017. As for the
independence of Taiwan, 22% supported Taiwan’s independence while 57% opposed it. Net support
stands at negative 35 percentage points, which has registered a record low since 2017. Regarding
Tibetan issues, 59% of Hong Kong people interviewed opposed the independence of Tibet whereas
17% showed support. Net support stands at negative 42 percentage points, which has registered a
record low since 2018.

Opinion Daily

In 2007, PORI started collaborating with Wisers Information Limited whereby Wisers supplies to
PORI a record of significant events of that day according to the research method designed by PORI.
These daily entries would then become “Opinion Daily” after they are verified by PORI.

For the polling items covered in this press release, the previous survey was conducted from 4 to 7
October, 2021 while this survey was conducted from 19 to 22 April, 2022. During this period,
herewith the significant events selected from counting newspaper headlines and commentaries on a
daily basis and covered by at least 25% of the local newspaper articles. Readers can make their own
judgment if these significant events have any impacts to different polling figures.



18/4/22 | China’s GDP grows 4.8% year on year in the first quarter of 2022.

13/4/22 | John Lee secures 786 nominations from the Election Committee.

24/2/22 | The Russo-Ukrainian war breaks out.

18/2/22 The Liaison Office holds a conference on jointly combatting the COVID-19 pandemic.
17/2/22 First group of pandemic experts supporting Hong Kong from mainland China arrives.

16/2/22 | Xi Jinping issues instructions on supporting Hong Kong in combatting the pandemic.
17/1/22 | National Bureau of Statistics announces that China’s GDP grows 8.1% in 2021.
12/1/22 | The seventh Legislative Council holds its first meeting.

6/1/22 Government senior officials attend Witman Hung’s birthday party.

20/12/21 | 90 members of Legislative Council are elected.

The SAR government and the Liaison Office co-organised the “Constitution Day” online
seminar.

3/12/21 | The Tokyo Olympics Chinese delegation arrives in Hong Kong.

The Candidate Eligibility Review Committee announces the review results of candidates for
the Legislative Council election.

29/10/21 | Nomination period for Legislative Council election will start soon.

4/12/21

19/11/21

Forecast of Next Release

To release the latest popularities of Chief Executive and principal officials, the Top 10 Political
Groups Ratings along with Five Core Social Indicators on 10 May (Tuesday) at 14:30

Guest commentator:  Dr Kenneth Chan Associate Professor, Department  of
Government & International Studies, HKBU;
Director, Comparative Governance & Policy
Research Centre



